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Is this a Green Job? 



Overview 

öWhat is a green job or clean energy 
economy? 

öRecent study: how much job growth has 
there been in US and Texas

öWhat is occurring that should make this only 
the beginning

öNew Studies: evidence of impending boom

öWhat states and cities have done/are doing 
to promote this growth 



ñGreenò Jobs: The latest 
buzzword
öAustin Chamber of Commerce: ñGreen Industryò cluster 

includes solar panels, fuel cells, wind turbines, electric 
cars

ö The Clean Energy Economy/Pew Foundation -- ñclean 
energy economy generates jobs while expanding clean 
energy efficiency, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
waste and pollution, and conserving water and other 
natural resources.ò

öGreen Jobs Alliance/Blue-Green Alliance:Transforming our 
economy through renewable energy, energy efficiency, mass 
transit and rail, a new smart grid and other solutions to global 
warming, has the potential to create millions of jobs, while 
reducing global warming emissions and moving America toward 
energy independence.

ö Conclusion: More than just weatherization



Pew Charitable Trusts: Clean 
Energy Economy
ö Jobs divided between 1. Clean 

Energy; 2. Energy Efficiency; 3. 
Enviro Friendly Production: 4. 
Conservation & Pollution 
Mitigation; and 5. Training and 
support 

ö Pew report found that in 2007, 
68,000 businesses provided 
770,000 jobs that are ñClean 
Energyò jobs

ö Grew by 9.1 percent between 
1998 to 2007, more than overall 
jobs and fossil fuel jobs, though 
fossil fuel jobs with 1.27 million 
had more overall jobs

ö Texas -- 2nd behind California 
with 55,000 jobs
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New Factors in Clean Energy 
Economy
öAmerican Renewal and Recovery Act

öACES -- American Clean Energy Security 
Act

öFuel Efficient Vehicles

öRenewable Energy Focus by States and 
Localities

öHigh costs of traditional power plants 
and natural gas



ARRA: Focus on Clean Energy

ö More than $850 billion --
education, healthcare, 
medicaid, worker benefits

ö But also energy efficiency, 
renewable energy, battery 
technology, carbon capture, 
mass transit

ö $24.4 billion in energy 
efficiency; $23 billion in 
transportation, $25.3 billion 
in renewable energy

ö In Texas, dispersal of more 
than $700 million in 
2009/2010 in energy 
efficiency and on-site 
renewables in coming 
months
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ACES: American Clean Energy 
and Security Act
ö Passed House 219-212

ö Senate future uncertain

ö National Building Codes and 
Enforcement

ö 83 percent decline by 2050-
Cap and Trade System and 
National Federal Registry. 

ö First reductions required in 
2012

ö National EE and RE standard 
for utilities of 20 % between 
2021 and 2039

öRules and strategy on 
carbon capture and 
sequestration

öBillions generated in 
renewable energy credits 
and carbon allowances

öVehicle electrification and 
manufacturing credits

öSmart grid technology and 
rules on smart grid

öGlobal warming emission 
standards for vehicles, but 
also performance standards 
for major industries



Efficient Vehicles

öEPA/Obama Administration promulgated 
new standards for cars and trucks

öLoans to Ford, etc. dependent upon fuel 
efficient cars

öACES promotes electric technology, 
while ARRA provides grants for fleet 
replacement and upgrades



State and Local Actions
öTexas requires utilities to meet percentage of 

growth through energy efficiency: ONCOR, 
AEP, CPL. All have begun solar programs as 
well. 

öTexas required Retail Electric Providers to 
purchase 5,880 MWs of electricity from 
renewables -- already have met the goal 
through wind

öCPS Energy and Austin Energy both have 
established efficiency and renewable goals for 
energy and begun renewable purchases

öDallas, San Antonio, Austin, Houston



What does ARRA and ECES 
mean in terms of job creation? 
ö $150 billion in 

govt and private 
investment 
annually in EE and 
RE would lead to 
1.7 million jobs, 
870,000 of which 
would be less-
skilled

ö About $13 billion 
per year in Texas 

ö 153,000 Jobs in 
Texas

ö 16.7 jobs per 
million invested, 
as opposed to 5.3 
jobs per $1 million 
for traditional 
energy sources

QuickTimeÊ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.



öWhat if we created 185,000 
MWs of Renewables over 
next 10 years? 

öAnswer: 2 million 
manufacturing jobs

öWhere: Texas, California, 
Illinois

ö30,000 Wind, 20,000 Solar, 
rest biomass and 
geothermal 0
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Action at local level

öDallas Efforts

öSan Antonio: Mission Verde: building codes, 
retrofits, water conservation, job training

öAustin: Austin Energy Generation Plan, 
Climate Protection Plan, Chamber of 
Commerce and Pecan Street Project

öHouston and CPS Energy: Pleasantville 
Project -- neighborhood weatherization 
program



Future Action at state level

öHB 1937 -- financial districts for loans for 
energy efficiency and on-site renewable

öDistribution & Implementation of TDHCA, 
Workforce and SECO monies from ARRA

öState consideration of updated building codes 
could prove boon for certain lighting and 
window companies

öPUC sunset might include consideration of 
addiitonal steps for renewable and Energy 
Efficiency


